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arth Day celebrates its fiftieth anniversary this year on April 22. After

its institution in the United States in the 1970s, other countries

followed suit and Earth Day became a global campaign. We face

more challenges today than in years past with growing pollution that
negatively affects biodiversity and ecosystems, threatening our existence
and that of future generations. Organized by Earth Day Network, this year's
theme is Climate Action. Proposed campaigns include Earth Challenge 2020,
that is described as being the largest citizen scientist initiative ever and will
aim to equip individuals with the necessary tools to report on the
health and wellbeing of the environment.

We think of Saint Francis as synonymous with care and protection of all

living things. He had a gentle yet steadfast love for all the creatures of the
earth and all God's creation. Saint Francis was removed from the material
world garnering tremendous spiritual insight and connection to our universe. :

Pope Saint Paul VI; Pope Saint John Paul I, who declared Saint Francis the Earth Day Observance at Catholic
patron saint of ecology; and Pope Francis are popes who have championed a University included an outdoor Mass.
conscious and concerted effort to protect our environment. In the encyclical The coffin filled with trash in the
Gaudium et Spes (1965), Pope Paul VI asked us to consider the future of foreground was a reminder of
humanity and be strong enough to give reasons for life and hope for a epvireiental peliution.

coming generation. In Redemptor Hominis (1979), John Paul Il stated that we
all have a responsibility to protect the environment. Pope Francis’s encyclical
Laudato Sior On Care for our Common Home (2015) is the most recent Vatican
document on the environment.
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